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↑China, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, Thai, Vietnam 
representatives hand in hand declare the Asia Youth 

Leaders 2015’s statements 

28 August 2015 

 

 

ASIA YOUTH LEADERS 2015 (IN TIANJIN) 

ACTIVITY REPORT 
 

Owing to your kind support and cooperation, AEON 1% Club Foundation has successfully carried out the Asia 

Youth Leaders Program in Tianjin, and would like to report it as follows. 

 

【１】Program title：Asia Youth Leaders 
 

【２】Overview： A forum for high school and university students from 

Asian countries to discuss and propose solutions for 

the host country’s environmental or social problems, 

through which they can learn more about diversity of 

values.   

 High school course：Propose campaigns to raise 

people’s awareness about waste reduction and 

separation 

 University course: Propose public policies for the 

government to solve waste management issues 
 

【３】Objectives： 

 To provide Asian youth with an opportunity to discuss and present about environmental, 

social and economic issues; and through such multi-national discussion give them a chance 

to build a network of people of the same generation.  

 To raise the awareness of young people of social and environmental issues, as well as to 

nurture global leaders for the future. 

 To help polishing the problem solving skills and logics through inspections and discussions 

on realistic social and environmental issues. 
 

【４】Schedule： 16 – 22 August 2015 
 

【５】Host country： China (Tianjin city) 

 (Since 2010, host country is changed every year) 
 

【６】Theme： Waste management issue 
 

【７】Participants： China High school 20 University 10 

 Japan High school 12 University 10 

 Indonesia High school 12 University 5 

 Malaysia High school 6 University 10 

 Thailand High school 6 University 10 

 Vietnam High school 12 University 5 

 (Total 6 countries 118） 
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【８】Program contents： 

16 August Departure, Orientation, Welcome Reception 

17 August Chinese culture experience, Team-building activities 

18 August ①Lecture on Tianjin waste management situation 

 Mr. Ma Jianli, Deputy Director, Research Office of Solid Waste Disposal ＆ 

Environmental Security 

 Ms. Zhang Feifei, Director, Training & Information Department of Tianjin Institute 

of Recyclable Resources 

 Ms. Song Yuyuan, Director, Teda Eco-center 

 ②Inspection and hearing 

 Inspection on the waste management of private sector（AEONMALL Meijiang Store） 

 Inspection on waste landfill  

19 August Inspection and hearing 

 Inspection on waste separation, collection（Sino-Singapore Tianjin Eco-center） 

 Inspection on waste incineration (Tianjin Teda incineration plant) 

20 August Group discussion 

21 August ①Presentation 

 ②Award ceremony, Proposal submission, Farewell party 

22 August Returning 

 

【９】Proposals submitted to Tianjin government： 

 Proposal by high school students 

① Distributing stickers to the students who practice 

the 3R and household waste separation methods 

in order to encourage these good habits. 

② Holding a public exhibition at the end of every 

semester for the children to display their 

creativity and innovative traits in creating new 

inventions out of recyclable items while raising 

community awareness. 

③ Developing a child-oriented application 

concerning the green methods to educate the 

children in and enjoyable manner. 

 

Proposal by university students: RECO CENTER 

① TO CHANGE PEOPLE’S ATTITUDE towards 

preserving the environment by providing 

related education to the local communities. 

② TO ENCOURAGE RECYCLING by providing a 
more accessible solution. 

③ TO PRESERVE ENVIRONMENT AND IMPROVE 

SENSE OF COMMUNITY by minimizing the use 

of resources and sharing what we have in the 

local communities. 

 ※「ＲＥＣＯ」is combined of 3R and Eco, new word 

made by students. 
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【１０】Photos： 

 
 

➤Team building 

 

 
↑Introduction with team members met for the first time 

 
↑Selection of leader and sub-leader for each team 

 

➤Welcome Reception 

 

  

 

 

 

 
(Extracted from her speech) 

I am very happy to see so many young students from 

Asian countries, including Thai students, today. I think it 

is a great program recognizing the potential of our 

youth and helping to develop the next generations in 

working together. I hope that Thailand will continuously 

join this program in the future, and also that the Asia 

Youth leaders will be expanded to include many more 

Asian countries in the future. I wish you a fruitful 

activity. And to all young students, I wish you could 

come up with fresh solutions to address the issue of 

environment, and use this opportunity to make new 

friendship and be able to overcome the barrier of 

cultures and cooperate for group power. 

Mr. YIN HAILIN 

Vice Mayor, Tianjin city 

Ms. UREERAT RATANAPRUKSE, 

Charge D'Affaires 

Royal Thai Embassy in China 

(Extracted from his speech)） 

This is the first time the program is held in Tianjin. Students from high school and colleges from 

China, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, Thailand and Vietnam are going to hold a discussion on 

urban waste management issue. The program, as a multi-cultural exchange activity among 

Asian young people, helps raising the environmental protection awareness of all the youth; 

develop their English and leadership skills. It is a great event as it involves international 

perspectives and it helps mutual understandings and mutual trust. For all the young people, I 

wish that you can take this opportunity to promote mutual understanding, mutual learning from 

each other and friendship. 

  

（Extracted from his interview） 
Meeting young people of six countries has given more 

encouragement. I knew that for some of the students 

this was the first time they went abroad, and there 

were many obstacles such as language barriers. 

However, I could see that all of them were trying to 

communicate with each other despite such obstacles. 

We, the embassies, will always support this kind of 

activity with the hope that the youth and the organizer 

will do their best. 

 

Mr. TEIJI HAYASHI 

Minister 

Embassy of Japan in China 

Welcome Reception & Team building activities (16-17 August) 
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↑  Chinese students sing「Tianjin Welcome You」to 

welcome friends from 5 countries 

↑ Chinese students perform traditional musical 

instruments (Pipa and Guzheng) 

 

Students 

gathering around 

and taking photo 

with 

representatives of 

the Embassies 

and Tianjin 

governments 

Thailand Team 

China Team 

Indonesia Team 

Japan Team 

Vietnam Team 

Malaysia Team 
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↑Commemorative photo at Welcome Reception 

（3rd row, from the left）9th place (center) Mr. Yin Hailin, Vice Mayor of Tianjin city 

(6th place) Mr. Duan Zhiqiang, Vice Chairman, Tianjin Association for Science and Technology, (7th place) Mr. Yang Guobiao, Vice 

Director General, (8th place) Mr. Wang Shuhua, Director General, Foreign Affairs Office of Tianjin Municipal People's Government,  

(11th place) Ms.Ureerat Ratanaprukse, Charge D’Affairs, Royal Thai Embassy in China, (12th place) Mr. Teiji Hayashi, Minister, Embassy 

of Japan in China, (15th place) Ms. Nguyen Thi Quynh Nga, 2nd secretary, Embassy of Vietnam in China, (16th place) Dr. Mohd Rozi bin 

Ismail, Education Counsellor, Embassy of Malaysia in China 

 

➤Chinese culture experience, team building activities 

 
  

↑Students enjoy Chinese culture activities and gradually get along with each other  

（Taichi experience, making dumplings, Beijing opera, Bamboo dance） 
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Lectures and inspection on Tianjin waste management (18-19 August) 

 

➤Lecture on waste management 

↑Students listen to lectures on「Tianjin city waste 

management situation」 

↑Students actively ask questions after lectures 

 

➤Inspection and hearing on the waste management of private sector（AEONMALL Meijiang Store） 

 
 

↑Students interview the customers visiting the 

shopping center about their habits of waste separation 

↑Inspections on waste management at AEONMALL Meijiang Store 
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➤Inspection on successful cases of waste management of Tianjin city 

 

↑Studying on new system of waste separation, 

collection and treatment at Sino-Singapore Eco-center 

↑Studying the waste treatment system at 

Shuangkou landfill 

↑Studying on waste incineration plant (Teda 

incineration plant) 

ゴミ焼却過程を見学する学生 
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Group discussion, Proposal submission, Award ceremony (20-21 August)

 

➤Discussion and Presentation 

     

↑Team discussion to prepare for presentation (high school on the left, university on the right) 

 

↑High school students present their campaigns to raise 

people’s awareness on waste reduction and separation 

 

↑University students present their public policies to help 

government deal with waste management issues 

↑Panel of judges 

（From the right）Ms. Huang Jinrong, Teacher of Tianjin No. 7 Middle School, Mr. Li Weizun, Teacher of Nankai University,  

Ms. Zhao Jing, Vice Chief of Division of Asian Affairs of Foreign Affairs Office of Tianjin Municipal People's Government,  

Mr. Charoenlarpnopparut Chalie, Sirindhorn International Institute of Technology, Thammasart University, and Ms. Chen Ying, Tianjin 

Academy of Environmental Sciences 
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➤Award ceremony and Proposal submission 

↑Granting of certificates of participation ↑Certificate of participation by AEON 1% Club Foundation 

and Foreign Affairs Office of Tianjin government 
 

  

↑Submission of campaign and public policy proposals to Mr. Wang Shuhua, Director General of the Foreign Affairs 

Office of Tianjin government by best teams (Left: Team A – High school, Right: Team I – University) 

↑Commemorative photo with Mr. Wang Shuhua (2nd row, center) 
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Farewell party (21 August) 

 

↑Indonesia 

↑Malaysia ↑Vietnam 

↑Thailand 

↑Japan 

Students of each 
country performing 
traditional dance 

ASIA YOUTH LEADERS 2015 STATEMENTS 
 

1. We shall globally strengthen the connection between countries in order to exchange 

information and ideas to motivate and increase self-awareness in everyone. 

2. We shall develop ourselves as leaders to contribute to the humanity and connect 

Asia to the whole world. 

3. We shall improve our own awareness and motivate people around us to participate 

in 3R, in order to come up with a brandnew proposal about waste. 

4. We shall spread environmental knowledge that we have learnt from this program to 

the people around us and build more responsible community for the sustainable 

development.  

5. We shall, by constant interactions and exchanges of ideas with people from many 

cultures, learn the value of diversity, open our hearts and minds to connect people 

all over the world. 

6. We shall cherish our global friendship, take the chance to exchange our ideas and to 

be in sympathy with the diversity of cultures. 

 

↑Representing students of 6 countries, declaring the Asia Youth Leaders 2015 Statements 
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【１１】Voices of participants： 

 

I came to know about how people from other countries think and how they express 

themselves about waste management and the 3R practices. I learnt a lot from them, and 

my speaking English has made great progress. I think I am going to carry out our 

presentation or our campaign like “No waste no disposal” in the future. 
（Tianjin Yaohua High School, China） 

I have been able to make friends for all around Asia, and more importantly, to see and 

experience more in order to break through the thinking line set by teachers about 

environmental protection and how to deal with pollution. I learned the most from team 

discussion. There were tons of differences between each country, but we shared similar 

environmental situation and have same mind. In order to decide on one solution, the role of 

team leader is very important. It is not easy to do team work but I will learn the way. 

（Nankai University, China） 

Through this program, I have learned how my culture differs from other 

cultures, and to learn to accept those foreign cultures. Also I expected to 

experience the “all English world” and improve my English skill. Sometimes, I 

taught other students Japanese culture, and I felt very happy when they did 

things that we Japanese people always do but not in their own countries. （Tokyo Metropolitan Nishi High School, Japan） 

Through group discussion, I have learned that you cannot just wait for the 

discussion to go on but say the idea if you come up with it. If you hesitate, the 

discussion will move on and you will not be able to say what you were thinking. 

Also, I learned the different cultures such as how to say some words in Thai or 

count in Vietnamese. It was very interesting. 
 

（Ochanomizu University Senior High School, Japan） 

I expected that I could give my best idea to all and make a lot of new friends 

and gain a lot of experience. Through this program, for groups to function 

productively, we must fulfill individual responsibilities. Group work helped 

students learn how to work with people outside their circle of friends. I got to 

learn other language like Japan and China and polish my English language as 

well. I wish I could join the program like this again to express my idea about 

environment. 

 (University Technology Petronas, Malaysia) 

I will do my best as an individual to reduce the use of plastics, and prevent wasting 

food. As a youth leader, I will try to deliver this positive impact that I experience here 

to the people around me so that more people would do their part to save the 

environment. 
 

（Universiti Sains Malaysia, Malaysia） 
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Joining the Asia Youth Leader program 2015 in Tianjin taught all participants 

in various ways: (1) working culture of each country (2) sense of 

environmental concerns and social responsibility (3) respect each other in 

every dimension (4) importance of friendship and international networking. 

The forum provides valuable experience and priceless opportunity to all 

students. In the program, I learned so much from students and working staff. 

I am very impressed with the technical aspects of the field trips and 

lectures.  The comprehensive and well-designed process can truly generate 

the teamwork spirit and innovative thinking.  

I joined this program to learn more about the methods to handle with the waste 

management issue. Through this program, I have got many ideas from other 

students, which will help me to lead people to have awareness on this waste 

management and help each other improve our own system to deal with this issue. 

（Chulalongkorn University, Thailand） 

I expected diversities of both cultures and mind-sets from different countries’ 

participants, also to find the solution of Tianjin’s on-going environmental issues. I have 

learned numerous helpful and useful ideas. And also patience, as each different person 

has entirely different opinions, and I also learned how to cope with people from 

different backgrounds, cultures and mind-sets. （Triamudomsuksa School, Thailand） 

I hoped to learn some knowledge and experience  the cultural exchange between 

teenagers in Asia when participating in this program. After one week, I have learned 

many things, including the  practice the 3R and waste separation. Also, the team 

working spirit: listen to everyone, never pass any ideas, assign work logically, and trust 

in the team members. We have got along with each other really well and they’ve 

become like sisters and brothers.  
（Cu Chi High School, Vietnam） 

I‘ve learned that every students are very smart and friendly. We had differences 

and unique point of view but we were open to listen to each other’s ideas, so that 

working in a very divers nationality group is a very challenging and interesting at 

the same time. 

 
 

 

Every background creates different ideas. At first, it was hard to understand each 

other because of the language barrier. But we learned to cooperate; we respected 

everybody’s mind, which helped us to finalize the proposal. 

（University of Indonesia, Indonesia） 

  

When I chose to participate in this program, I expected to learn many things, and 

be able to develop my mindset and point of views towards the environmental 

issues. After this program, I realize that in order to solve this issue, we all need to 

start from the smallest, simplest, and closet actions that can be done. I will share 

this precious experience to my friends and relatives and spread this positive 

passion to everyone.  
（SMAN 7 Tangerang Selatan, Indonesia） 

Mr. CHAROENLARPNOPPARUT CHALIE 

（Association Professor Doctor, Sirindhorn 

International Institute of Technology, Thammasart 

University, Thailand） 

 


